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January 23rd, 2009
NEW NAME ANNOUNCED FOR SUCCESSFUL

LOW-INCOME HOME RETROFIT PROGRAM

---

Program Reaches Milestone

Of 200 Retrofitted Homes

At an event held at the new office of Winnipeg’s Building Urban Industries for Local Development (BUILD), the organization announced it will provide home retrofitting services to 16 of Winnipeg's inner-city neighbourhoods in 2009 and that the retrofitting program has a new name.
BUILD board chair Lawrence Poirier was joined by Greg Selinger, Manitoba Minister of Finance; Gord Mackintosh, Manitoba Minister of Family Services and Housing; Andrew Swan, Manitoba Minister of Competitiveness, Training and Trade and Bob Brennan, President and Chief Executive Officer of Manitoba Hydro in unveiling BUILD's new moniker – “Warm Up Winnipeg.”
Through BUILD, “Warm Up Winnipeg” insulates houses and replaces toilets and showerheads.  In the pilot phase of its program, BUILD has lowered utility bills in more than 200 inner city residences.  
Poirier extended sincere thanks to Manitoba Hydro and the Manitoba government for their support of “Warm Up Winnipeg.”
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“We appreciate your investment in our neighbourhoods and in our families,” said Poirier.  “Your investment in our program has allowed us to retrofit 200 homes and in the following two years we expect s to retrofit over 1,500 apartment units and as many as 600 homes.”
“Speaking on behalf of the Manitoba government, we are pleased to be able to contribute to the revitalization of Winnipeg’s inner city through this unique program,” said Selinger.  “BUILD and its partners are not only lowering utility bills, they are also cutting greenhouse gas emissions, reducing water consumption and providing valuable training opportunities for residents living in these neighbourhoods.  The government of Manitoba congratulates BUILD on its success.”

“Hydro has a province-wide Lower Income Energy Efficiency Program that is accessed by BUILD,” said Brennan.  “We’re proud to be working with this wonderful organization to ensure Power Smart services are available in this hard-to-reach sector.”
BUILD doubles as a training program for people with little or no experience in the formal labour market.  It has had solid success in moving its employees from welfare to work and then into family supporting jobs.
William Bushie, one of BUILD’s graduates, now works full time for the community-based agency.  “I’m thankful for this opportunity,” he said.  “This program helped me  be a better person and be able to support my family.  I'm glad to be giving back to my community.”
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